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When I first woke up on Sunday morning I heard these words – Position Yourself.
I felt God was saying ‘position yourself for victory and to overcome’ and I knew before I could position myself, I must first be in the right position in my thoughts…in my mind…where the battle is ultimately won.
‘Whether you think you can, or you think you can't--you're right.’
Philippians 4:3 says; I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.
I remember one time during a great battle, crying out to God and saying, ‘I can’t take this anymore’…. God rebuked me and said, ‘never say you can’t take anything the enemy dishes out for greater am I in you than anything he’s got.’
Belief in God and in what you BELIEVE God will do in you and through you is the bedrock of all personal victory.  Seeing yourself through the eyes of God must take place before victory will come into view.
Proverbs 23:7 says; ‘For as he thinks in his heart, so is he.’
Your own thinking is what determines your overall victory or defeat. 
To overcome you must believe the word of God.  You must believe in yourself. You must believe what God says about you.  And you must have faith in your own abilities. 
You must understand…the facts facing you today are not as important as your attitude toward it.
It is your attitude toward it and in the midst of it that will determine success or failure.  To overcome, you must first develop a victory mentality and maintain a victory mentality through it all.
Many people, especially those who have gone through hard times, often develop a victim mentality – they think they will never overcome.  They often think they will always lack, will always struggle and will always be in a battle.  
A victory mentality knows and fully believes the battle will come to an end and you will taste ultimate victory.  They believe what the word of God says…
It is thinking in line with scriptures that inspires and permeates you with victory mentality. When you believe what the Word says about you, the victim mentality must leave and an overcomer’s mentality comes alive in you. 
I once heard a minister say; ‘until your thought lines up with the truth, your triumph is not in view.’
It’s what YOU think…not what others think. 
Forget about people’s opinions of you, your own perspective of who you are is what determines your success. 
Oliver Holmes said, ‘Man’s mind, once stretched by a new idea, never regains its original dimensions.’   This truth was proven in the life of Les Brown.
Les Brown, a motivational speaker often tells about his turnaround as a young boy.  For a long time as a school boy he was mistakenly labeled mentally retarded.  He was daily told he would never amount to anything.  He believed what he was told
But one day, a positive-minded man who totally disregarded all Les’ self-limiting belief & excuses said to him; ‘someone’s opinion of you does not have to become your own reality.’ That statement altered his mentality and he never went back to believing he was retarded or would not amount to anything.
If you believe the lies of the enemy and have a victim mentality – you will have many EXCUSES why you fail or why you don’t have victory and it will probably be someone else’s fault.
Life is often warfare but the dynamics of that battle is captured in 2 Cor 10.3-5. 
For though we walk in the flesh [as mortal men], we are not carrying on our [spiritual] warfare according to the flesh and using the weapons of man. 4 The weapons of our warfare are not physical [weapons of flesh and blood]. Our weapons are divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses. 5 We are destroying sophisticated arguments and every exalted and proud thing that sets itself up against the [true] knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought and purpose captive to the obedience of Christ. (Amplified)
The world is unprincipled. It’s dog-eat-dog out there! The world doesn’t fight fair. But we don’t live or fight our battles that way—never have and never will. The tools of our trade aren’t for marketing or manipulation, but they are for demolishing that entire massively corrupt culture. We use our powerful God-tools for smashing warped philosophies, tearing down barriers erected against the truth of God, fitting every loose thought and emotion and impulse into the structure of life shaped by Christ. Our tools are ready at hand for clearing the ground of every obstruction and building lives of obedience into maturity. (Message)
Our mind is the battlefield or the war front. Unfortunately, many believers are still careless on the battlefield, which is their mind. 
You must capture your victory first in the mind.  Remember the Bible says you are more than conqueror in Christ. 
That is why personal transformation begins with mental renewal, a change of perspective. A victory mentality.
The Bible says, ‘Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think.’  (Rom 12.2 NLT).
No matter the obstacle before you, if your mind can capture the possibility of victory, you are already an overcome.
In Numbers 14; we all know the story of Joshua and Caleb.  Moses sent out 12 spies…10 thought they could not possess the Promised Land, even though God said it was theirs to take.  They did NOT possess their land but died in the wilderness.  2 believed they could possess their Promised Land, the did possess their land.  If you think you can…. you can…. if you think you can’t, you won’t.
A teacher once made a very profound statement before the class of supposedly average students. She said, Your I CAN is more important than your I.Q. 
It is vital to develop a victors’ mentality, an I CAN DO THIS, attitude. 
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.
No one can live beyond the limits of his belief. 
You may have potential, but if you don’t have the belief that you can be victorious, your potentials will soon become a victim of your unbelief in yourself. 
You see, it does not matter how gifted and intelligent you are, or how many degrees you have, it’s your mind that keeps you small. It’s your mind that keeps you from victory and overcoming.  
On the other hand, it does not matter how disadvantaged you may think you are, it’s your mind that makes you victorious.  I personally have done things in Christ that I never imagined, however as I grew in God, I could see/ perceive the possibilities…. now I am living the life I sowed for.
Think of the lion. The supremacy of a lion in the jungle is not a function of his physique, intelligence, size or power, because there are other animals in the jungle that are greater than the lion in these areas. Lion’s authority is rooted in his thinking, what he believes and thinks about himself.  And he acts the way he thinks. He radiates such a dominion mentality that makes even an elephant, the largest of all animals, run for cover.
The twelve leaders of Israel were sent to spy on Canaan, their Promised Land. Despite God’s promise and power ahead of them, their thinking brought utter defeat. They had a grasshopper’s mentality. … We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them (Num 13.33 NIV). Their defeat was not physical, there hadn’t even been a battle yet. It's purely psychological, it was ALL in their thinking.
They won or lost the battle that day…in their mind and in the words, that came out of their mouth.
Thank God for Joshua & Caleb who possessed victory mindset ...we are able!
The secret to anyone rising to victory is what happens in his mentality, which is the product of his belief system.   Change your mind to a mindset of victory and you will change your outcome…just like Joshua and Caleb
There is one scripture I believe God is speaking repeatedly…. However, you cannot lay hold of this truth, until you have a mindset of victory…. once you have a mindset of victory you CAN believe God for victory on every side.
1 Kings 5:4; But now the Lord my God has given me rest on every side; there is neither adversary nor evil occurrence.
But now that the Lord my God has given me rest [from war] on every side, there is neither adversary nor misfortune [confronting me].
Joshua 21:44; The Lord gave them rest all around, according to all that He had sworn to their fathers. And not a man of all their enemies stood against them; the Lord delivered all their enemies into their hand.
The Lord gave them rest [from conflict] on every side, in accordance with everything that He had sworn to their fathers, and not one of all their enemies stood before them [in battle]; the Lord handed over all their enemies to them.
2 Chronicles 20:30; Then the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet, for his God gave him rest all around.
