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Look at four different ways of giving, the reason – Karen Hardin sent email that jumped out at me…. Said it was after God showed Abraham about the tithe, first fruit, freewill offering and burnt offering…Abraham gets it, obeys it and God blessed him abundantly.

Tithe – 10%
Burnt Offering – 
Freewill – peace offering
First Fruit – 

Tithe - We all know tithe is 10% and it belongs to God – cannot rob God – to rob means to take something unlawfully.

Burnt offering – what set this one apart was it was the only one that burned all night, until it was completely consumed…. Signifying a consecration to God with a continual burning, a symbol of an entire and perpetual consecration to God, a self-dedication – wholly consumed and set apart.

The Freewill offering is part of the Peace Offerings – Peace offering consist of A THANK offering, A FREEWILL offering and a VOW.

These are lifted up before the Lord and waved, sometimes referred to as a wave offering.  They are given to acknowledge God as Supreme Ruler and acknowledging that we are at peace with God, even and especially when we are imperfect.

The free will (or freewill) offering was a sacrifice regulated by God’s standards in the Mosaic Law, but it was completely voluntary (Leviticus 23:38). 

Free will offerings did not always have to be animals or grain or drink offerings. The first time a free will offering is mentioned in the Bible is in Exodus 35:10–29. God had given instructions on how to build the tabernacle, and Moses relayed what supplies were needed for its construction. The people responded as their hearts stirred them, bringing jewelry, fine yarn, tanned skins, silver, bronze, acacia wood, onyx stones, spices, and oil. These items were all donated “as a freewill offering to the Lord” (Exodus 35:29). Centuries later, the people made similar offerings for David to pass on to Solomon to build the temple.  In Ezekiel 46:12, free will offerings are mentioned as being offered in the millennial kingdom.  When he makes a freewill offering – it opens a gate….loved this!

Whether it was the sacrifice of an animal or donated supplies for a place of worship, the free will offering was to be given freely, as the Lord moved the Israelites’ hearts. It was not to be used to gain prestige (Amos 4:5) or because of guilt, inducement, or force. Today, the free will offering is the only offering we have. We rely on the sacrifice of Jesus and not the sacrifice of animals for our atonement. All the money, time, and resources we give are to be freely given, as the Spirit leads. The trick for many is noticing and obeying “when the Spirit leads.” God has given us everything we have; if He moves our hearts then we should cheerfully give (2 Corinthians 9:7).

God put in His people they were to worship Him with something that was part of themselves, something they made or produced…

Whatever they offered Him was never second best (Mal. 1:7-8)

The giving of something that was a part of them was symbolic of giving of themselves to Him therefore it had to be sacrificial…. (David, won’t give what doesn’t cost me) 1 Chronicles 21:24

If it was easy and convenient to give a certain amount, they would double it….only when it is sacrificial is it a form of worship

They gave animals, wines, jewelry, grain, flour, whatever they could give of the products of their labor for Gods work.  And they gave money.

The Bible says ‘everyone who was willing and whose heart was moved brought an offering’…it is a HEART issue

2 Cor. 9:6-11; He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully…..

So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity, for God loves a cheerful giver AND …because you do…. God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you always having all sufficiency in all things may have an abundance for every good work.  As it is written, He has dispersed abroad, he has given to the poor, His righteousness endures forever.  Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, supply and multiply the seed you have sown and increase the fruits of your righteousness, while you are enriched in everything for all liberality, which causes thanksgiving through us to God.

Jesus said in Luke 6:38; Give and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over will be put into your bosom.  For with the same measure you use, it will be measured back to you.  

This is a biblical principle we cannot get around or ignore.

There are many different types of offering in the Bible – they gave continually – which meant they continually honored God and kept Him first in their life.  It was their way of honoring God.


First fruit offering is also a offering we give freely 

Even though it is a freely given offering – Proverbs 3:9-10 says; Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the first fruit of all your produce/ increase…then your barns will be filled with plenty and your vats will be bursting with new wine.  

Deuteronomy  tells us that first fruit was to be given in THANKS for cities they did not build, houses full of good things that they did not fill, cisterns that they did not dig and vineyard and olive trees they did not plant… the offering was brought to the temple and given to the priests for their sustenance…. Therefore even though Proverbs 3 tells us that our first fruit offering will be blessed with plenty – it is given from a thankful heart…for all God had done and was doing.  

It is separate from tithe and in addition to.  It was given from first harvest of grain, or fruit or first born male of the womb whether human or livestock to be dedicated to Him.  The first fruit was given before the entire harvest and was taken as a deposit or down payment guaranteeing God’s blessing upon the rest of the harvest.  

The tithe is 10% of income but the First Fruit is not a determined amount, the amount is determined by you.  Because it reflects your expected financial harvest, it is YOUR responsibility to pray and ask God what He would desire you to give.

The first fruit offering should reflect the size of your anticipated harvest.

First Fruit – speaks of future blessings – calling those things that be not as though they were – calling the end from the Beginning like God does.

It literally means a new beginning – to make a new beginning through a sacrifice.

It was a pledge of the coming harvest – Lev. 23:10,17 (bring wheat and bread as first fruit, as a pledge of the blessing to come).  – 


Deut. 26:1-11 – when the children of Israel came into the land God had given them, they were to take the first fruit of what that land produced and take it to the priest and worship the Lord with your offering…in doing so, they rejoiced in every good thing which the Lord had given them…the land, the house, the people….it is an offering of honor.

It was in acknowledgement of the fact that all things come from God and to show thankfulness for His goodness.

It is an offering of HONOR – it honors God for who He is and honors the person you give it to.

Unlike most offerings which went to build the house of the Lord, this was given to the priest to sustain him or support him.

Just as in Bible days, some give the first of their harvest in fruit, vegetables, canned good, sewing projects, first computer built, first printed project, in other words you can give your FIRST from a project or job or ministry…. Lemon.  It doesn’t have to be big just first and best.

This first fruit offering is signifying putting God first – in doing so, it ensures everything else is blessed – hence speaking of future blessings….

First fruit life – give God first of year – first of month – first of Day – First of words of our mouth – first moments each day.

This is why Glory of Zion has a monthly first fruit service – giving God first each new God calendar month….it is our deposit, our guarantee of a blessed month in God.  It is my pledge and my promise of the rest of the harvest in this month.  As I have studied I have seen evidence of favor on the first fruit offering as well as other offerings.

It is simply an offering of honor to God, honoring Him that He is first in my life and all I have belongs to him,  it is my way of letting Him know I am thankful…so very thankful
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